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Upon 
Ps AL M cxviII. 8, 9. 
Preached at 
King's Chapel in Boſton. 
May 22d 17 5 1, 
Upon Occaſion of the much lamented DEA n 
q | | of His late Royal Highneſs 
FREDERICK 
PRINCE of Warns, &c. 
| 
By HENRY CANER, A.M. # 
Miniſter of fad Chapel. 
ee: 
Ps AL. 62. 9. Sureh men of low degree are vanity, and men of 


high degree are vain. | 
Ps AL. 34. 5. Verih every man at his beſt eftate is altogether 


vanity. 
Is Al. 2. 22. Ceaſe ye from man, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, | 
for wherein is he to be accounted of. . 


BOSTON: Printed and Sold by I. Draper, in Cornbil. 1. 
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G O D the only Gain Object 
; V Truſt. 


PS ALM cxviii. 8, 9. 


1 


TT is better to truſt in the Lord, than 

ro put confidence in man. Vas 
It is better to truſt in the Lord, than iq 
Hut confidence in prince. 


Sit is ingratitude not to cultivate the 
A deepeſt ſeritiments of praiſe and thankful- 

| neſs, when the favours of divine provi- 
dence are pour'd forth around us; as it diſcovers a 
Profound contempt or forgetfulneſs of God, when 
we burn incenſe to the drag, or ſacrifice ts the net 
Which” caught our prey; — ſo on the other hand; it 
is ſtupidity to be unaffetted with the loſs of 
chat are dear and valuable, that lay open a fair 
proſpect 


- 


4 Gop the only certain 
prolpect of future happineſs, and feet” to prone 
many good things for a conſiderable time to come. 


Nor is this at all inconſiſtent with the moſt re- 
hgn'd temper of- mind, the moſt perfect religns- 
on to the Will of heaven; fince the motives that 
perſuade to ſuch acquieſcence, are founded in the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of Gop ; characters which are 
forever ſacred, and which at the ſame time that they 
require the moſt profound ſubmiſſion to the allot- 
ments of providence, do alſo juſtify us in putting a 
due value upon the gifts of Gop, and teach us to be 
humbly affected at the loſs of them. For we are 
not to conclude when it pleaſes Gop to remove ur 


enjoyments, that they were therefore no bleſſings in 


themſelves; or that they were incapable of miniſtring 
any great advantages to us; but that we were no 
longer worthy of them, or that we had promiſed 
our ſelves too much from them, or that our faith or 
patience required ſome ſuch kind of exerciſe. 


Whatever the reaſon of theſe diſpenſations may be, 
tis plain they do not require us to be unaffected, but 
rather to ponder and conſider them, to make a ſan- 
Rify*d uſe of ſuch viſitations, and to let them have 
a ſuitable influence upon our future conduct. — 
We are not only permitted, but required to reflect 
upon them in ſuch a manner, as to correct the eager- 
neſs and impetuoſity of our affections, too apt ith- 
out frequent reſtraints of this kind, to run out into 
an undue confidence in created powers, and to neg- 
k& the only unfailinng object of dependance, the 
infinitely wiſe and powerful and good Goo. 


Agreably, the royal pſalmift lays down theſe mar- 
ims of truth and piety contained in the text, that x 
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Objett of Truft ; 


is | better to truſt in the Lord, than to put p 
in man, it is better to truſt in the Lord, than to put 
confidence in princes. i. e. It is more for men's in 
tereſt and happineſs to do ſo, whoever makes the ex- 

periment will Fad it infinitely better and ſafer, whether 
in 1 to this world, or the other. And there 
fore upon the strength of ſuch reaſons, the phraſe is 
varied in the 146" 'pſalm, and the truth of theft 
maxims expreſſed in a, more abſolute ſenſe, by _ 
of exhortation. Put not your truſt in princes, war 
in any child of men, fur there is "no help in them. 


Nay ſhould we even re op ſe that their power or wif- 


dom or riches juſtify ſome ſmall” degree of <otifi- 
evi ya 1 bels muſt very i expire, ſeeing 
their breath goeth forth, and they return again 15 
heir eartb, and thin all their thoughts perifh. —= 
But on the other hand, as Gop is a never-failing . 
Je& of truſt, the royal author draws this conſequence 
from 1 it at the 3 Ver. of the 9 pſalm, 
7s be that bath the God of Jacob for "bis help, 1 ** 
hope is in the Lord his God. Both paſſages do 
plainly import the vanity of humane dependance, 
the neceſſity of a ſtedfaſt reliance on God. Thefe 
two things therefore, with ſome occaſional reflection 
upon them, adapted to the preſent ſolemnity, and 4 
previous enquiry concerning the nature of that confi 


dence which is here rejected by the Pſalmiſt, 0 
make the mager of your preſent entertainment. : 


4 


A to the nature of that confidence which 1 
here rejected, the pſalmiſt undoubtedly intended 
of ſuch a dependance upon humane power or a 
dom or intereſt, as tends to withdraw, or at leaſt 
diminiſh the truſt or confidence which is due to Gop z 
for there js no doubt but that we are permitted to 
place ſome kind of confidence in men, as inſtru- 
mental in their ſeveral ſtations of effecting the ſertled 


- 
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PROP and order of providence, — — Nor is this to be. 
eſteem' d as any want of reverence for Gop ; on the 
contrary, tis the moſt natural way of expreſſing our” 
confidence, when we look for the accompliſhment of 
thoſe events, which he hath ordinarily appointed to be 
the effe& of humane agency; provided ſtill that we 
look for them in berieten to him, and with a 
reſerve of his prerogative to alter, ſuſpend or overule 
theſe natural events, as to his infinite wiſdom ſhall 
ſeem meet. — And if it be allow'd'us to expect the 
ordinary advantages. and benefits of that ſervice which 
in the courſe of his, providence he hath put in their 
power, there is no doubt but that our expectations 
are permitted to riſe higher, and to enlarge chem 
ſelves in regard to princes, ſince their greater influ- 


ence and authority, derived to them from the will of 


Gop, for the protection and benefit of mankind, 
eem to warrant that dependance. 2 


1 therefore it cannot be ſuj pord Alle as al. 
miſt meant to reprove a ſubordinate truſt or re 
dence in man, ſo much leſs are we to imagine, that 
he here condems all truſt in princes as criminal, or 
even-as impertinent and vain, but only that ſort of 
reliance which tends to leſſen our confidence in Gov, 
or which does not ultimately refer to him. 


Any people may "think well of their affairs, kit 
have great reaſon to do ſo, when they have a prince 
of fair hopes, who from the early ſpecimen of thoſe 

qualities, Which draw the eyes of the world 
ves reaſon to expect pl future glorious harveſt; whoſ 
nclination and good diſpoſition, | promiſe the 
t ings for the ui of mankind; one who loves 
his- country, and has the welfare and proſperity of 
it at heart, who promiſes a temper ready to concur, 


in every proper meaſure tor promoting it's 1 
neſs ; 


ine 


* 
* 
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Object of Truft. 7 


neſs ; humane and obliging in his deportment, eaſy 
of acceſs, ready to hear the complaints of his people 


and as ready to uſe his influence for the removal of 
their burdens, or the redreſs of their wrongs; not to 
have ſome confidence I ſay, that Gop deſigns ſuch 
an one for a bleſſing to his people, and thereupon to 
expect happy and proſperous times under his admini- 
ſtration, is ſtupidity and want of gratitude, and is not 
to be excus'd by any pretended reverence for Gop ; 
tis really witholding our confidence where God has 
permitted and taught us to place it, where he has 
to all humane appearance manifeſted his intention to 
derive bleſſing to us. — But then if we reſt in theſe 
inſtruments, as tho' they by their own power or wil- 
dom were able to make good this dependance, and fo 
forget him who raiſed them up for our welfare; this 
is a faulty truſt, and Gop can and oftentimes does 

blaſt theſe hopes ſo injurious to his honour, and lets 
us ſee that he has other ways and means of ac- 
compliſhing the deſigns of his providence ; that he is 
not limited ro any particular method of operation, 
but can bring about his purpoſes by other inſtruments 
than ſuch as we think of, and which to our imper- 
fect views afford the beſt, if not the only proſpect of 


ſucceſs. 


Notwithſtanding therefore we are allow'd to exerciſe 
a ſubordinate confidence in man, and particularly in 
princes, and to depend under Gop, upon their Wiſ- 
dom and influence in giving ſucceſs to our affairs, 
and miniſtring to our happineſs, becauſe Gop hath 
appointed them to be the ordinary inſtruments of con- 


veying many publick bleſſings to us; yet as we are 


too apt, where there is a fair proſpect, to aſcribe all 
to the next and viſible inſtruments of our good, and 
to neglect the unſeen diſpoſer of events; * 
v B oo 


8 Gop the only certain 


Gov i in his wiſdom oftentimes ſees fit to interrupt 
theſe natural and promiſing appearances, to diſap- 


point our hopes, and by removing ſuch inferior de- 


pendances, recall us to reflection, and thereby ſhow 
us the uncertainty of humane confidence. 


For ſince Gop hath made no abſolute Promiſe, 
that nature ſhall always, and in every inſtance perform 
her uſual courſe without let or interruption, or ra- 
ther without ſome ſpecial energy and influence of his 
providence, ſecretly guiding and diſpoſing the events 
that come to paſs after the unerring purpoſes of his 
wiſdom, therefore notwithſtanding the reaſonableneſs 
in general of expecting natural effects from their own 
proper cauſes, wiſdom from the wiſe, protection from 
the ſtrong, and prudence from men of ſkill, or length 
of days from ſuch as have youth and ſtrength, and 
whoſe bones are filled with marrow ; yet fo frail is 
our ſtate, and ſo many ways Gop is pleaſed to inter- 
poſe,” that we muſt be forced at laſt to own the va- 
nity of all human dependance. 


IT. This was the next thing I promis'd to ſpeak to. 


Now this ariſes in general from the infufficiency 
of humane help. Firſt, In regard to their want of 
power. Secondly, Their want of proper diſpoſitions 
to ſerve us. Thirdly, In regard to the ſhortneſs and 


- uncertainty of their lives. 


As to the inſufficiency of humane power, the hiſtory 
of mankind, and every days experience do abundant- 
ly confirm what the ſcriptures aſſure us concerning 
it, and concur to give us a mortifying lecture of 
humane weakneſs ; the high and the honourable are 


included, as well as men of low eſtate, for their powW+ 
cr 


e 


Object of Truſt. 


er is equally derived, and proportion'd out to them 
by the will of the ſupreme original fountain of all 
power and perfection: notwithſtanding therefore we 
are ordinarily permitted to hope for a favourable iſſue, 
where ſuperior wiſdom and ſtrength ſeem naturally to 
promiſe it, yet this is no ſtedfaſt and unfailing rule 
of dependance; for we are at the ſame time aſſured, 
that F the battle is not always to the ſtrong, nor the 
race to the ſwift, nor yet favour to men of ſkill : I That 
0 king is ſaved by the multitude of an hoſt, nor 
any mighty man delivered by much ftrength. 


9 


No deſcription can help us to conceive ſo juſtly 
of the weakneſs and inſufficiency of humane help, as 
that paſſage in the book of Fob, where the almighty 
himſelf is introduced as the ſpeaker, and by a repre- 
ſentation of his own boundleſs power ſtrikes every 
mind with amazement, and forces every man to fall 
in with Job's concluſion, |. I will lay nine hand 
upon my mouth, I abhor my ſelf, and repent in duſt 
and aſhes. This is the challenge, * Haſs thou, 
an arm like God, canſt thou thunder with à voice 
like him ? Deck thy ſelf now with majeſty and excel- 
lency, and array thy ſelf with glory and beauty; caſt 
abroad the rage of thy wrath : behold every one that 
is proud and bring him low, and tread down the 
wicked in their place; then will I alſo confeſs unto 
thee, that thine own right hand can ſave thee. 


How little, how contemptible does all mankind 
appear when brought into this contraſt ? The Pſal- 
miſt had juſt reaſon to ſay, ||| Man is like a thing 
of nought, his power, as well as bis time paſſeil 

— — — — ——— 
＋ Ecct. 9. rr. Pfal. 33. 16 + Job 40.4.& 42. 6. * Job 40. 9,10, 

11, 12, 14. i Pſal. 144. 4. 
„ away 
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away like a ſhadow. — How many are the inſtances 
wherein our neceſſities fail of reliet from any humane 
help? Sickneſs and diſeaſe do often baffle the utmoſt 
efforts of their ſkill, and no wonder, ſince || it is the 
Lord that bringeth down to the grave and bringeth 
up. —— The numerous difficulties that ſurround us 
on every ſide, have oftentimes a hidden ſource which 
the wiſe cannot penetrate, and their effects are too 
ſtubborn for the moſt powerful to ſubdue. | 
Beſides, who can ſecure us that nature it ſelf ſhall 


not fail to yield even thoſe ſupplies that are neceſ- 


ſary to our preſervation. To be ſure, *tis not in the 
power of all mankind to procure, or fruſtrate her 
operations. Theſe as all other events depend upon 
the Gop of nature, who has eſtabliſhed indeed a gene- 
ral law, by which its motions are uſually regulated, 
but has not ſo unalterably fixt or determin'd the 
efficiency of natural cauſes, as not to leave room for 
his own prerogative to take place, where the irre- 
gularity or miſconduct of his creatures require a ſpe- 
cial exertion of his providence. 


Men of little, or of atheiſtical minds may poſſibly diſ- 
pute the truth of this; for as the pſalmiſt obſerves, 


+ An unwiſe man doth not well conſider, and a fool 


doth not underſtand. An unwiſe man, 1. e. A man of 


ſmall, or of ſuperficial reflection; and à fool, i. e. 


An irreligious man, one who either diſputes the being 
and providence of Gop, or who lives in ſuch a man- 
ner as to make it his intereſt there ſhould be none. 
Such men as theſe alcribe all events to nature, fate 
or neceſſity, and ſo leave Gop out of his own world. 
—— They make nature indeed to be a Gop, eſteem 
her to be all- powerful, and endeavour to ſolve all 


— — m—_— 
— 
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appearances, from the mere influence of ſecond 
cauſes. | | "Ot 1 


But while the ſmall philoſopher is thus hoofing 


himſelf in his own web, while he is puzzling himſe 


with enquiries concerning the extent of natural pow- 
ers, and the manner of their operation, the religious 
man ſoars aloft and contemplating the ſupreme be- 
ing, is ſatisfy'd at once concerning all events; he 
there beholds a power and wiſdom that is equal to 
all, and is convinc'd that they are the effects of his 
agency, and proceed from his command, and con- 
ſequently whether it be nature or providence” from 
whence theſe events are deriv*d, to him 'tis the ſame 
thing, with whom Gop z all in all. 


But could it poſſibly be granted, that Gop had 
furniſh*d any of the ſons of men with a power ſuffi- 
cient to warrant our confidence, pet, 


2%, How ſhould we be ſecure of their diſpoſiti- 
on to ſerve us? He who has the ability may not 
always have the will and inclination to do it; for 
however power and goodneſs are effentially united 
in Gov, in man they may be very far aſunder, and 
we often ſee they are ſo. The greateſt among men, 
and ſuch as are veſted with the higheſt authority, 
are not always found to have the beſt inclinations, 
but thro* the corruption of nature and a defire of 
gratifying their paſſions, too often become a ſcourge, 
and make uſe of their ſuperiour power, to ſupport 
themſelves in the exerciſe of tyranny and oppreſſion. 
Power in ſuch hands is rather to be dreaded than 
choſen, which would diſcover it ſelf in no other ef- 
fects than the violation of thoſe rights that lay claim 
to it's protection. The utmoſt that humane ſuffi- 
ciency amounts to in this caſe, is to give room for a 

preſumptive 
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preſumptive confidence in their favour, that the 
powers with which they are cloathed, ſhall not be 
abuſed, but truly and faithfully -imploy'd for promo- 
ting the happineſs of mankind : and with this men 
are commonly fatisfy*'d, and have great reaſon to be 
ſo; becauſe they can have no other than ſuch a 
preſumptive aſſurance of their good diſpoſition z but 


then ſince it is poſſible they may deceive our reaſona- 


ble expectations, and act a part quite contrary to our 
hopes, this is evidently an argument of the truth 
of our propoſition, the inſufficiency (that is) of hu- 
mane dependance. —— There is a 


Third Thing which ſerves yet more fully to confirm 
and illuſtrate the point, which is the ſhortneſs and 
uncertainty of their lives; for could they lay claim 
to the higheſt truſt and dependance from _ 
and good diſpoſition ; yet ſince they are liable to 
the ſtroke of death, it would be imprudent to place 
too much confidence in their help. + All fleſh, 
ſays the prophet, is graſs, and all the gon pe 
thereof, as the flower of the field, the graſs witheret 
the flower fadeth, becauſe the ſpirit of the Lord 
blaweth upon it. And the royal pſalmiſt makes uſe 
of the ſame alluſion, to repreſent the fading and tran- 
ſitory condition of life. || As for man his days are as 
graſs, as a flower of the field ſo be flouriſheth, for 
the wind paſſeth over it and it is gone; and the place 


| Phereof all know it no more. . 


Nor is this event more certainly removed from the 
wile or powerful, from the rich or honourable, from 
the young or healthful, than from a leſs envied and 

— mmm — 2 — 
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leſs promiſing condition ; * for wiſe men alſo die, ſays 
the pſalmiſt, as well as the fooliſh, and tho“ the inward 
tho of the rich and powerful, too often flatters them 
with hope that therr houſes ſball continue forever; 
nevertheleſs we are aſſured that the rich man ſhall 
fade away in his ways, that man being in honour abi- 
deth not, but in à moment ſhall he die, and the mighty 
ſhall be taken away without hand. And as the ſeve- 
, ral ſtations of men are alike ſubje& to the viſitation of 
this triumphant conqueror, fo neither is any circum- 
| ſtance of conſtitution a bar to his approach. 
One dieth ſays Fob, in his full ſtrength being wholly 
| at eaſe and quiet, his breaſts are full of milk and 
| his bones moiſtned with marrow, another dieth in tbe 
bitterneſs of his ſoul, and never eateth with pleaſure, 
his days are ſpent without hope, and the number of his 


months is cut off in the midſt. 


9 CSS. ũͥ ũù ] r 3 Aa 


We cannot want teſtimonys of the ſhortneſs and 
uncertainty of the life of man, but theſe repreſenta- 
tions of holy ſcripture ſerve to ſet the matter home 
upon our minds, and beget a deeper influence and 
impreſſion, and teach us more effectually with what 
caution we ſhould place our hopes, where they are ſo 
liable to return to us with. diſappointment. + Ceaſe 
ye from man whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, for wherein 
is he to be accounted of ? Be they ever ſo high ot 
honourable, be they ever ſo great or powerful, be 
they ever fo well qualify'd, and ever ſo well diſpo- 
ſed to ſerve us ; yet all this we ſee can prove but 
a ſlender ground of confidence unleſs they were alſ6 
fortify*d againſt the ſtroke of death; for || when 1 
breath of man goeth forth, be returneth to bis earth; 


rn 


> Pal. 49. 10, 11. Jam. 1. 11. Job 34. 20. + Job 21.23,24, 25: 
| — 7.6. & 21. 21. 1 Iſal. 2. 22. TO OY 5 
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and then all bis tho'ts periſh. * There is hope of a tree 


if it be cut down, that it will ſprout again, and 


that the tender branch thereof will not- ceaſe : — But 
man lieth doun and riſeth not till the heavens b no 
more. | 5 5 


Could any of the abovementioned qualifications avail, 
we had not now been calPd to mourning and lamen- 
That royal PRIxcR whoſe death ( with 
the deepeſt ſubmiſſion to the all-wiſe and righteous pro- 
vidence of Gop ) we now humbly bewail, exhibited a 
proſpect to our hopes both of a power and diſpoſition 
to warrant much of our confidence. Placed ſo near 
a throne, his conduct in that preparatory ſtation, was 
a noble prognoſtick of future glory, and gave ſuffici- 
ent indications that he knew the beſt uſe of power. 
— His ſubjection, and chearful obedience to the com- 
mands of his royal father, removed all ſhadow of 
diſtruſt, and led every one to hope that he who 
knew ſo well how to obey, knew allo how to govern, 
if the providence of Gop had placed the ſceptre in 


his hands. He gave ſufficient intimations, that the 


true happineſs and proſperity of this nation, were much 
in his mind; and ſince both his influence and 
his bounty were often exerted in promoting many 
publick and uſeful deſigns, ( in ſome of which he per- 
ſonally vouchſafed to preſide ) ſure we might very 


. reaſonably have hoped that an acceſſion of power, 


would have been employed but as a more effectual 
means of enlarging the welfare of the people, of ad- 
vancing the intereſt of religion, of giving protection 
and ſecurity both to church and ftate. — His do- 
meſt ick character is ſpoken of with great advantage, 
as he exhibited an illuſtrious example of conjugal fide- 


* 
— * 


| Job 14. 7. 12. 
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Paſſion, and prevailing 8 


Object of Truſs. 15 


lity and parental affection, and therein gave a tacit 


but ſevere reproof to thoſe monſtrous liberties, which 
ſhamefully corrupt and contaminate ſome of the beſt 


blood in the nation: — His royal conſort whoſe fide- 


lity and tenderneſs was reciprocal, felt a heavy ſtroke, 
as ſhe has a moſt near and intereſting part in this viſi- 
tation. May Gop almighty aſſuage her grief, and 
effectually ſanctify the diſpenſation to her ! | 


After the recitab of ſuch publick worth, and ſo 
many promiſing teſtimonies of royal virtue, it would' 
be impertinent to mention the accompliſhments which 
form*d his perſonal character, only as they tend to il- 
luſtrate how fully he poſſeſs'd every qualification, 
which render a publick adminiſtration eaſy and ac- 
ceptable. | 


Our conſtitution has been not unfitly compared to 
ſome fine and curious machine, beautifully regular in 
its motions, when all its parts are rightly adjuſted ; but 
thro* the multiplicity of it's movements, or the ex- 
quiſite fineneſs of it's texture, too eaſily diſorder d. It 
requyes a gentle and ſteady hand, as well as a wiſe 
head, and. an upright heart, to guide a e nicely 
jealous and tenacious of their liberties.—A rough, tho? 
an honeſt temper is liable to beget diſtaſte ; and too 
flack a hand gives liberty room to wanton and luxu- 
riate to licentiouſneſs. The happy mean between theſe 
extremes is what bids faireſt for a laſting and ſatisfac - 
tory management. And might we not have pro- 
miſed our felves much of this happy conduct, from 
the acceptable and engaging manner, the eaſineſs of 
addreſs, the well attemper d majeſty and e 
which are ſaid to have adorn'd this prince's c er 
when joyned with his Integrity, virtue, juſtice, com- 


Such 


—— 


N. 
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Such was the foundation of our hopes in this royal 
prince, ſuch the grounds of our confidence. — But alas! 
how vain, how uncertain is all humane dependance ? 
What a mortifying lecture have we here of he vanity 
of truſting in princes, or in any child of man? 
Cut off in 1 the midſt of his days, and in the- midſt of 
our hopes too, we are call'd upon to confeſs the in- 
ſtability of humane Affairs. 


| My Brethren, The hand of Gob is hea upon us 
in this publick lofs ; it is a ſore viſitation ; let all the 
inhabitants of the land mourn and be afflicted ! + let 
us ſearch and try our ways, and turn to him that ſmi- 
feth us, The defire of the nation is taken away with 
a ſtrike, the expected ſ breath of our noſtrils, for tho? 
he was not anointed with oyl, yet we flatter*d our- 


ſelves that under his ſhadow we ſhould be ſafe. 


Sde the infulficiency of all humane confidence — Is 
it not then kind and reaſonable advice, which the Pſal- 
miſt, has given us in the text? I 7s Better to truſt 
in the Lord, than to put any confidence in man. It is 
better to truft in the Lord than to put any confidence 
in princes. — Jt is better to truſt in the Lord, — 

This is the 

III, Third thing 1 promiſed to ſpeak to. And 1 
have fo far enlarg d already that I can but juſt ſpeak 
to it. It does not indeed require many words to ſhow 
the wiſdom of this advice after what has been faid 
upon the inſufficiency of humane confidence. To 


truſt, in Gop is to confide all our affairs in his hands. 
*Tis.to conſider him as a being of infinite wiſdom to 


chuſe, of infinite goodneſs to direct, and of infinite 
power to execute that Which 1 is beſt in relation to our 


* 
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ſelves, and the whole ſyſtem of his creatures. *Tis to 
be throughly convinced that his will is the perfect and 


unerring ſtandard of what is fit and proper, and there- 


fore that we ſnould not preſume to account any thing a 
bleſſing or an affliction, but as it ſhall be declared ſuch 


A the providential event. ?Tis to receive the Diſpoſi- 


tions of previdence of what-nature ſoever they are, juſt 
as heaven intended them, the means of promoting our 


ſpiritual advantage; and whither the cupthat is ming- 


led for us be ſweet, or whithgr it be bitter, yet ſince 
we are aſſured *tis deſign'd as the medicine of health, 
to receive it with equal readineſs, and with equal 
thankfulneſs too from the hand that miniſters it to 
us, tho* both may not be equally palatable. 


It becomes us in particular as to the preſent diſpen- 
ſation, not to caſt away our confidence in Gop, who 
if we ſtedfaſtly truſt in him, will ſurely make even 
this viſitation, how dark and unpromiſing ſoever, 
work together for our good. For there is no one 
inſtance of providential diſpenſation, even ſuch as is 
moſt ſevere, but what does, at leaſt remotely, imply 
his goodneſs, or mercy ( for his mercy is over all his 
works, and the earth is full of the goodneſs of the 
Lord) and not only manifeſts it ſelf in ſuch diſpoſi- 


tions as we uſually eſteem inſtances of his favour ; 


but even in the teſtimonies of his diſpleaſure, 'we may 


diſcover his end and intention to be the final good and 


happineſs of his creatures; and therefore it is that he 


is repreſented in the midſt of wrath as remembring 
mercy. Such men indeed - as are void of this holy 
truſt and confidence in Gop, do feel the rod as well 
as others, but without theſe pious reflections, or any 
wiſe .improvement. — They cry out therefore under 
the ſmart of it, they fret and murmur, and expreſs 
much uneaſineſs at the diſpenſation. and charge G 
S666 fooliſhly 
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fooliſhly, as tho? he had bro't evil upon them without 

any wiſe deſign, without any good end to be ſerved 

by it. — They are ignorant of his fatherly correction, 

they diſcern no traces of his mercy or his love. 

Not ſo the wiſe and humble chriſtian, who lifts up his 

eye to Gop, and carefully traces the footſteps of his 

wiſe and righteous providence. — He beholds the 

bowels of a father in the midſt of chaſtiſement, he 

conſiders that affiitions do not ſpring from the 

ground, nor troubles from the duſt, but are under the 

direction of infinite wiſdom, and ſanCtify*d thro? the 

influence of redeeming love. He knows there 1s a 

kind and gracious end deſign'd to be accompliſhed 

upon him, and he believes that this is the fitteſt, the 

moſt ſuitable way and means of bringing that end to 

paſs.— He is ſenſible that Gop knows what is beſt for 

him, infinitely better than he does.—He recolle&s the 

the hiſtory of former diſpenſations, in regard to him- 

1. ſelt and others, and from thence endeavours to under- 
Wa ſtand the meaning, and particular deſign of his preſent 
„ chaſtiſement; and if he finds it, he rejoices in the diſ- 
covery; and prays and labours that the divine will 
may be perfected in him.— Or if he cannot diſcern 
þ the ſpecial end of his viſitation ; yet from the general 
. ſeries of providence he is abundantly confirmed, and 
Wh fatisfy*d, that his happineſs is intended, that *tis out 
00 of very kindneſs he is afflicted, and therefore with 
155 a lively faith confeſſes it is good for him that he is 
* thus viſited. — His future care and circumſpection 


3 are hence awakened ; his hope and truſt are animated; 
7 his zeal and devotion are inflamed; every grace is 
"8 put into exerciſe, and in general, the wiſeſt and beſt 
FA improvement is made of this ſpecial diſpoſition of pro- 
05 vidence towards him. Thankful for the bleſſings 
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Gov has lent, he is ready to reſign them at his call; 
with that generous ſubmiſſion of holy Fob, The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away, bleſſed be the 


name of the Lord. 


; The wiſdom, pow-er and goodneſs of Goo then, 


direct and encourage us to look up to him, as the 


only unfailing object of confidence. He is the rock 
of ages, f a ſhield and a buckler» to all them - that 
confide in him: * Tho* he cauſe grief, yet will be 
alſo have compaſſion, according to the multitude of bis 
mercies, for he doth not afflit willingly nor grieve the 
children of men. || But as à man. chaſtneth his ſon, 
ſo the Lord our God chaſtneth us, that be may bumble 
us and prove us, to do us good at our latter end. — 
Is it not better then to truſt in him, than to put con- 
fidence in princes,. or in any of the ſons of men, whoſe 
power is deficient and their lives uncertain, and who 
frequently in the midſt of our higheſt hopes are taken - 
away, and leave us to regret and diſappointment. 
＋ But bleſſed is he who hath the God of Jacob for his 
help, and whoſe hope is in the Lord his God. 
He can ftrike light into this dark providence, and 
change our preſent mourning into an occaſion - of 
rejoycing. . 


It is indeed in our own power, through the aſſiſt- 


ance of divine grace, to make che preſent chaſtiſement, 


which Gop in his ſovereign pleaſure hath brought up- 
on us, a means either of bleſſing or a curſe ; Of Bleſſing, 
If we are from hence taught to humble ourſelves be- 
fore him, to turn to him with all our hearts, and 
effectually to amend our ways andour doings ; in ſhort 
if we will but become a people fit for Gop to favour: 


ems 


— 
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4 Curſe, if we,prove obſtinate and diſobedient, if we 
Rilt remain an impenitent people, and refuſe to hear- 
0 Ken to this and ſuch like awak*ning calls of his pro- 
"hs ahn , 


May we from henceforward ; and from this hum- 


bling inſtance of the vanity of humane confidence be 
„ taught more effectually to cleave unto the Lord. 


May our repentance appeaſe the diſpleaſure of Gop, 
and our amendment procure the return of his favour. 
May Gop almighty f. comfort to the royal 
mourners, and vouchſafe to them, and to this whole 
nation, a truly ſanctify'd uſe and improvement of 

this heavy diſpenſation. K 

May our ſubmiſſion and humiliation prevail with 

our merciful Gop, that no more ſuch early breaches 
be made in the royal houſe. 


And for the more effectual accompliſhment of 
theſe our humble and earneſt defires, 


May our prayers and interceſſions aſcend before the 
throne of grace, with moſt fervent zeal for our moſt 

| gracious ſovereign. King GEORGE, and the whole 
„ royal family, and let all the people ſay, Amen. 


